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the prophets, and ſtoned them who were 
ſent unto them; but your reverences, ſo 
far abominate their murderous deeds, that 
you build and beautify their ſepulchres. 
You may ſafely conclude, that you are the 
righteous generation to whom the Meſſiah 
wil come. Thus I ſwelled their expecta- 
tions ſo very great, that, when the real 
Meſſiah was actually among them, they 
reviled him, as the worſt of impoſtors. 

Irin. The great Faſtoſus and me, 
2 ſhewed our opinion, the devil Ma- 
levolus was humbly requeſted to ſpeak 5 
his mind. And he by this time was in a 
tranſport of rage ; boiſterouſly cried out, 
« Away with him for an impoſing villain! 
If he were the Meſſiah, would you ever 
find him coming out of Galilee? Search, 
and you will ſee that out of Galilee ariſeth 
no prophet; neither can any good thing 
come from thence. Were I in your places 
I would rather be ſubject to the Romans 
for ever, than ſuffer this fellow to reign 


cover me. I hate his perſon—1 hate his 


attendants—T hate his laws and doctrines— 
2 And 
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And above all, I hate his pretenſions to the 
crown of Iſrael. wa 
It were low times with you indeed, if an 
obſcure carpenter, ſhould be exalted to the 
1 to reign over the Lord's inheri⸗ 
tance.“ | 
FasT. If I miſtake not, it is ti for 
us to attend our induftrious ſubjects. Shall 
we meet here, to-morrow at noon, bre- 
thren ? „ * 
AlL. Agreed, br. We will meet, 
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All the Draioozixs preſent; 


8 g as oy infernal gentry de- 
A camped, I went home and found our 
pariſh prieſt at my honſe; I thought this a 
good opportunity of acquainting him with 
= my adventure: but he concluded with the 
4 reſt of my neighbours, that my brain was 

diſturbed, and that thoſe imaginary gentry 
were only the fruits of diſtraction. How- 
ever, as I thought myſelf capable of judg- 
ing between imagination and reality, I left 
the parſon to his miſtake, went to my 
cloſer to correct what I had taken down in 
the former part of the day; got all ready 
by next day at noon, to liſten to the ſable 
gentry. Exactly at noon they came, for 
I found them exceedingly punctual one 
with another. As ſoon as they were ſeated 
on their ebon thrones, they reſumed their 
diſcourſe; and Infidelis thus began. 


Ixrip. 
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Ine, It happened that the venerable 
rabbins held another council, to aſſiſt at 
which the devils Fallax and Perfidioſus 
were invited. Ia this auguſt aſſembly, the 
main thing to be conſidered was by what 
poſſible means, right or wrong, they might 
perſecute and deſtroy Jeſus of Nazareth 
from the face of the earth. The great 
rabbins and doctors, by this time began 
to fear that, if ſome deciſive ſtep was not 
ſpeedily taken, all the country would be- 
come Nazarenes. This induced them to 
apply to thoſe worthy ſpirits, (who are 
knovn to be excellent contrivers) and fer- 
vently ſolicited their aſſiſtance. And as 
they are by no means baſhful, they very 
ſoon gave the high ſanhedrim ſatis faction, 
Venerable rabbins, ſaid they, we are 
apprehenſive, that it will. be very difficult 
to accompliſh any thing againſt this Jeſus 
of Nazareth, unleſs we can ſtir up enemies 
againſt him, among theſe of his own 
houſhold, and cauſe ſome, who eat bread 
at his table, to lift up their heel againſt 
bim; for you all know his conduct is per- 
| f:aly unblameable, Now we have at no 
Vol. I. 0 - - - 75K; 
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great diſtance a notable limb of the devil, 
trained up in all the mazes of deep deceit 
and treachery, fitted for ſuch perdition. 
Him will we perſuade to ingratiate himſelf 
into the favour of Jeſus, and to become 
one of his train. When this is done, he 
ſhall act the traitor, and betray him into 
Four hands, nothing doubting but you will 
then take care to deſtroy-his life, how in- 
nocent ſoever he may be.” _ 
60 Certainly we will, rejoined the bigh 
prieſt, for it is expedient that one ſhould 
die for the people.” Accordingly the 
devil was diſpatched to this ſon of treachery, 
whoſe name was Judas Iſcariot, who, be- 
ing a plodding covetous man, in hope of 
getting a bag of money, took his 
inſtructions from Perſidioſus, went and 
joined himſelf to the train of Jeſus, and 
obtained a part in the apoſtolic miniltry. 
In the mean time we and the auxiliary 
Jews, did all in our power to prevent the 
advancement of his evangelic kingdom, 

by bringing the perſon and miniſtry of 
Jeſus into as much contempt as poſſible. 
We: RT himſelf as a. glutron, 8 
 drunkard, 
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drunkard, a Samaritan, a 1 and 
in ſhort every thing that was; bad. His 
doctrine we repreſented as ſubverſive of the 
law ; notwithftanding we knew him to be 
holy, harmleſs, and undefiled, ſeparate 
from ſinners; that he came to mag- 
nify the lam, and make it honourable. 
| Becauſe his works were ſuch as carried their 
own evidence with them, and which could 
by no means be. conteſted, we perſuaded: 
many of the Jews, that they were per- 
formed by the power of Belzebub. Others, 
who were better ,informed, being ſtirred 
up by the devil Malevolus, out of pure 
malice fell in with the common cry, and 
defamed him as one who had intercourſe 
with Satan; and thus they fedled them 
lelves ours; as we need never fear loſing 
a man after he is _— of ſuch tranſac- * 
tions. EINE 
Iue. And wha were * chiefly, * 
ther, who thus acted the devil's pan o 
perfectly as to fin unpardonabl ? 
Ixr m. Not the vulgar who hace not 
the law, I allure you; but men of prieſtly 
reverence, gentlemen in holy orders, 
O 2 gentlemen 
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gentlemen venerable for their erudition 
and literature; the doctors in divinity, 
the ſcribes of the law, the religious pha- 
riſees were the men, and their deſcendants 
have in every age been their humble 4mi- 
tators. It is unknown how much the devil 
has been obliged to gentlmen of the gown, 
and to ſcholiaſts in general. 

It happened in proceſs of time, our 
friend Judas found an opportunity to be- 
tray him into the hands of the principal 
prieſts, for the goodly reward of thirty 
pieces of ſilver; for even Judas would not 
ſerve the devil for nothing.” At the ſame 
time my ſon Slaviſh Fear, who is a ſpirit 
of gigantic ſtature, fell upon and routed 
all his followers, fo that none of them re- 
mained with him in his laft temptations. 
As ſoon as Immanuel was ſeized and fet- 
tered, they led him in triumph to priſon 
and judgment, where our ſteady friends 
Hatred and Falſhood, were appointed wit- 
neſſes againſt him in behalf of the com- 
mon wealth. So very hard did they ſwear 
_ againſt him, that he was brought in guilty 
of death, as had been agreed on before- 
hand. 


4 
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hand. As: ſoon as the jury of prieſts 
brought in their verdict, the devil Cru- 
delis, and Pilate who fat judge, aroſe and 
gave ſentence againſt him; which for * 
ſingularity I ſhall repeat. 1 AG 
1. That, the Jewiſh ploughers ſhould 
make their furrows long and den in his 
devoted fleſn. 13 . 
3. his face ſhould be marred with 
ſhame and ſpitting. - 
3. That, his 8 ſhould be bruiſed by 
the laviſh hand of the barbarous ſmiter, - 
4. That, he ſhould be delivered over, * 
further , to thoſe who uy off the: 
hair. 55 | 
5. That, it in ** of ths nts con- 
tempt,.. his temples ſhould be torn with a 
mock. crown of piercing thorns. . _ EY 
6. That, he ſhould be cruſhed. to the 
earth beneath the weight of the croſs, to 
which he was to be nailed for execution. 
7. That, in his extreme torture, he 
ſhould have no drink, but the ſoureſt vine- 
gar mixed with gall. | 
8. That, in the moſt 3 man- 
ner which devils, prieſts, and ſoldiers 
O 3 could 
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could deviſe, his mangled body ſhould be 
ſtretched upon and wuned to the accurſed 
Wood. And, Mens #115 5 
9. As en eke either, that he ſhould 
be lifted up betwixt heaven and earth, a 
ſpectacle to devils and men, and there bing 
till he was dead, alen 
As ſoon as the ſentence v was FER: 
the devil Malevolus cried out, Aw A with 
him ſoldiers, away with him come, 
let us crucify him, his fentence is by far 
too 3 with the varlet to Cal 
Vary. 80 = let m deer to ceruci- 
fixion, n t 
At the ſame time our  infernal nobilley 
were ſtruck with amazement, ar the ſeem- 
ing power which man had gained over Im- 
manuel; and great Belzebub, in the r midſt 
of his aſtoniſhment, thus addreſt his Te- 
nators, Once was the memorable time, 
that we made ſuch an attempt, to ſubvert 
the government of God, by reſiſting t the 
power of Immanuel; but great Was our 
defeat, and diſmal our overthrow. Our 
deßignus were not only fruſtrated, but we 
durſelves in the height of our ebnfuſion, 
; _ fiercely . 
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fiercely: hurled from the reſplendent ſum- 
mit of primeval glory into the yawning 
gulph of unfathomable perdition, where 
we are ſtill reſepved in theſe horrible 
chains, to the judgment of the great and 
terrible day. A dby, the very thoughts of 
which make this noble frame of mine to 
tremble as the quaking aſp, But how it 
comes to paſs 1 know not, theſe earth- 
born ſons of ours ſeem exceedingly to ſur- 
paſs us in power: For I ſaw Immanuel 
ſtand fettered at their bar, dumb as a 
ſheep. before her ſhearers, he opened not 
his mouth. I am much afraid there is 
ſome hidden myſtery in it. —-—— What is 
this My undaunted mind is not 
wont to miſgive me thus What can 
this unuſual tremor, Which now invades 
my heart  portend ? 1 hate Umidity 
and yet I cannot help fearing, that this 
commotion of my intellects is ominous of 
ſome event fatal to our intereſt. 
I cannot deem it poſſible that neg: God 
of heaven and earth would patiently: ſub- 
mit to ſuch indignities, had he not ſome 
ends to anſwer by it, to which we at pre- 
O 4 | ſent 
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ſent are ſtrangers. Often have I prophe- 
ſied ti ue; but Ol may my prophetic mind 
be miſtaken in its preſent timorous fore- 
bodings. Mean while, let us my infernal 
brethren, harden ourſelves in deſpair for 
it is now long ſince Hope took wing and 
fled from theſe dreary manſions, Strong 
in fury and fired with revenge, let us 
quit ourſelves like devils and avowed. ene- 
mies of righteouſneſs. As for me, I hold 
it good that inſtantly we fly to the aſſiſt- 
ance of our devoted friends the Jews. 
Having this unexpected opportunity, let 
us not fail to improve it to the beſt, advan- 
tage; let it not be owing to our negli: 
gence, if the ſtate of Immanuel be not 
overturned. Let not us have the hell to 
reflect, that we dmitted any thing which 
might tend to prepare the intereſt of arr ; 
„ 
Great Belzebub er wi and. 0 
motion being univerſally approved of, all 
. the legions of reprobate angels, a few ex- 
cepted who were left to look after the 
affairs of the damned, took wing for 


earth to aſſiſt at ſo * amazing an exe: 
cution. 
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cution. Arrived at Calvary, they formed 
themſelves into an inviſible ring around 
the elevated eroſs, where, to their un- 
ſpeakable aſtoniſnment and wonder, hung 
Immanuel the maker of the world; and 
you may be aſſured they did not fail, as 
far as it was in the power of fallen ſpirits, 
to torment his oppreſſed ſoul. Ay, ay, ſo 
ſucceſsful were we devils, - prieſts, and ſol- 
diers that day, that no leſs was hoped 
for than a deciſive da over the Son 
of Gd. er 
But, how ſhall 1 1 it? To the ever- 

_ laſting mortiſication of the infernal peers, | 
juſt as Immanuel was to all appearance 
ready to expire, on a ſudden he exerted 
his mighty power, ſeized old Belzebub 
and daſhed him againſt the croſs, then 
caſting him to the earth he ſo bruiſed tbe 
head of the ſerpent with his heel, that 

there is great reaſon to believe he will 
never recover as long as he lives. It would 
have grieved the heart of the very Crude- 


lis himſelf, to ſee the abuſe which our * 


great and venerable parent received on 
that occaſion, , 
| G . Iur. 
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Av. Well, fire, I cannot but think 
Row truly the prophetic mind of Belze- 
bub foreboded his misfortune: But What 
were the reſt of the chiefs a doing? WMI 
did not all the veterans ep nn 
meet a bib eben N 10 
urid. A eons quiitiog indeed; 
dern by whom it is made; my ſon. 
But I aſſure you, we were never ſo greatly 
miſtaken in our days as àt that time. 
For when we thought ourſelves ſure of the 
victory, to our fad experience we learned, 
that Immanuel was ſtrongeſt in death. 
For even when he was a dying, be laid 
us all under the moſt perfect arreſt 3 none 
of us could take one ſtep, either back- 
ward or forward, but as he gave permiſ- 
fon; ſo that being ſpoiled of all our 
power, we could not help ourſelves, 
much leſs the afflicted prince. This 
done, he cried out wich a voice which 
ſhook the very foundations of both earth 
and hell, „It 1s. finiſhed,” and was then 
conveyed by * into an inviſible 
ſtate. | eee 


This 
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This done, once mote we thought the 
ay out don; bur here, I cannot orfift 
chat fearful Nagnarion of nature which 
a happened then, and the ſet of new preach- 
ers which were introduced. For when all 
under our influences, had forſaken Imma- 
nuel, who was betrayed by one, denied by 
another, and forſaken by alf his Presehers; 3 
the indignant ſun could not endure that 
ſight, as if angry and aſhamed at the 
proceedings of the ſons f men, covered 
his face with a fable eloud and denied 
one ſmiling ray to delinquent earth, whilſt 
his Lord was ignominiouſſy crucified.” As 
if ithad been ſeized with uncommon-tremor, 
the earth itſelf, fell into a fit of violent con- 
vulfions, themountainsreeled che rocks rent, 
the graves opened, the dead aroſe, and at to 
preach the ſufferings of the God of nature. 
An inviſible hand rent the vail of the. 
temple, that cloth of extraordinary tex- 
ture, in twain from the top to the bottom, 
and a voice was heard to fay, © The glory 
is departed from r and now the 
moſt ory 3 is hid yg ne 


Death 
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Death having conveyed Immanuel 
to its lonely manſions, the reſolute, 
though inaimed Belzebub our great 
prince, recoyered himſelf as much as 
was poſſible, his head being incurably 
broken; muſtered his maimed forces, and 
went to the aſſiſtance of Death, if poſſi- 
ble, to keep Immanuel faſt priſoner i in the 
ſilent tomb. Nothing doubting, but if this 
could be, we ſhould renderall that he had 
heretofore done and ſuffered, null and 
void. The better to ſucceed in this im- 
portant enterprize, we ſealed the door of 
the ſepulchre and ſet a watch of faithful 
ſoldiers, inſtructed by the chief of the 
Jewiſh prieſts ; and ſtill to make the ſecu · 
rity ſtronger, every fiend did his utmoſt 
to impoſe weights on the buried body of 
Immanuel, to prevent his reſurrection 
from the ſolitary grave. 

But to our eternal confuſion, on the thind 
day of his inviſible ſtate, he aroſe, ſhook 
himſelf from the duſt, came to the door 
of the ſepulchre, burſt it open and laid 
hold on Death, who ſtood as centinel next 
to the door of the tomb, trampled him 
under 


* 
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under his feet, and by main force wrench- 
ed from him his poiſonous ſting. that fad 
repoſitory of all his ſtrength. This done | 
he ſaid, Henceforth, monſter, haſt thou 
no power over the people for whom 1 have 
died. Then he broke impetuouſly through 
all the lines of martial infernals, who ſtood 
in firm phalanx around the tomb; ſeized | 
the lately wounded chief, who was very ill 
vith a fever in his mind, ariſing from his 


diſaſter upon Mount Calvary. He took 


the fiend, the great Belzebub, chained him 


to the axle of his chariot, mounted his ſeat, FER 


and rode triumphantly through the gather- 
ing erouds of joyful ſaints, who on golden 
pinions deſcended from heaven in ſolemm 
ſtrains, to hymn their all conquering and 
triumphant Redeemer. 

O my friends my dear 7 it 
muſt have pierced your hearts with the 
moſt poignant ſorrow, to ſee him dragged 
in triumph through all the hoſts of ſaints 
and angels, who fearleſs ſtood; in blazing 
ranks to ſee the longed for ſolemnity; 
and at the ſame time, to ſee our beloved 

friend | 
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friend Death lie gaſping for life at the door | 
of the ſepulchre.” Great was the confu. 
Loh of the infernal brigades, when th wi 


ſaw their ptincipllities ſpoiled; and De 
and Satan ſo terribly handled: yea, ſo 
tremendous was their amazement, that to 
eſcape the avenging hand of riſen Imma- 
nuel, they retreated even to the nethermoſt 
depths of hell, and his ſcattered diſciples, 
again reſorted to his erected ſtandard. 
But the greateſt diſappointment and con- 
ſternation was, when we underſtood that 
after all our diligence and hazardous ex- 
ppboits, we, with our auxiliary prieſts, &c. 
had done nothing,” but what the hand and 
council of God, had predetermined ſhould. 
be done; that by our feeming victory 
over Immanuel, he had for ever fubdued 
us under his feet; and that all our ha- 
tred, envy and cruelty, was fully re- 
compenſed into our own boſoms; now 
deeper damned than ever. 

AvAx. Hah, father, theſe were trou- 
bles indeed, ſuch as do not happen every 
day; but it is not for us to deſiſt from 


tempting when our deſigns miſcarry, then 
ſhould 
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ſhould we not act che part of © d deſperidors, 


ſuch as we are.. Lg. GRIT e 
Ter. Ah geatlemen, grelt wis the cauſe 
of my "Uifmay; for kncänüel gave fuch* 
demonſtration of his Memahſhip, that all 
which was written in the prophets concern 
ing him, was exactly fullifled in his life 
and death: yea, fo very ſtrlking was tie 
evidence, Af ais cried, «Truly this 
is a juſt man“, and others, Truly this 
is the Son of God“. Therefore I greatly 
feared that all the world would become 
believers in him, and  conſtquenely ſhake 
off my yoke. Bur I was thich obliged 10 
my good friends, rhe Jewiſh clergymen ; 
for their reverences greatly befriended 
me, and warmly eſpouſed my intereſt ; 
exerted their utmoſt power to eſtabliſh the 
chrone of great Tfidetis, and to deſtfoy 
the curly ſecds of Chriſtianity fown' by 
Immanuel, and now beginning to grow. 
Immanuel having, in oppoſition to all . 
the powers of darkneſs, finiſhed the work 


for which he tame down to the earth; 


be triumphantly aſcended to his native 
_ to the primeval embraces of his 
| eternal 
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eternal father, and aſſumed all the, ere 
of empyrean glory. 1 

Soon after this the high, feltiyal, of 
pentecoſt drew on, and I as formerly a at- 
tended at Jeruſalem, in the midſt of ma- 
ny thouſands, who, according to the law 
came up to worſhip upon that occaſion, 
not. only from J — but, from nations 
very remote. I. dreaded no. harm), at the 
hands of a few illiterate fiſhermen, having | 
not been informed. that any of the rulers, 
or of the ſcribes, and phariſees, had be- 
lieved i in Jeſus, and therefore was at no 
5 pains to prevent the multitude coming 
up to the ſolemnity as uſual. But here 
was another ſhock my kingdom ſuſtained; 
for Peter the fiſnerman, who ſo very late- 
ly. like a daſtard, impiouſly denied... his, 
Lord with prophane oaths,, now filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, ſtood up in the 
midſt and clearly proved that Jeſus was 
the very Meſſiah, and upon this occaſion 
played off the heavy artillery of Sinai on 
the conſciences of my people, which was 
attended with ſucceſs. ſo fatal to we, that 
no leſs than three thouſand were pierced 

through 
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through the heart at once and fell on the a 
field of action. Now it was that my 
evil apprehenſions were again , alarmed, 
plainly perceiving that the artillery of | he 
word was levelled againſt my perſon, and 
that the firſt end of the goſpel was. the 
ſubverſion of my diabolical government. 
However I drew up all the forces which 
I poſſibly could, in the hurry of that ſur- 
prize, and had juſt time to give one gene- 
ral diſcharge, my ſoldiers crying out as 
they gave the volley, Theſe men are 
drunken with new wine: It was but a 
poor oppoſtion to doctrine ſo powerful 
allow, but it was the beſt that could at that 
time be made, for we were obliged to re- 
treat in much contuſion, and leave the 
Chriſtian fiſhermen maſters of the field. 

As ſoon, as we were a little — 


from the diſorder into which that une - 


pected misfortune had plunged us, I ſum- 
moned a council of war, in which the ſelf. 
righteous; Jews, were the principal, next 
to our infernal, train. I myſelf gave ſpe- 
cial orders, that ſome method ſhould be 
concerted effectually to deſtroy the name 
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of Jefas3 for, ſaid I, If we let them alone 
al the people will believe in their doctrine. 
In this council it was refolved, to raiſe an 
army of thoſe who were the greateſt ad- 
verſaries to the name of Jeſus, to whom 
orders ſhould be given to kill, deſtroy, 
and cauſe to periſh all Who believed 
in this way, till the Chriſtian religion ſhould 


de baniſhed from the face of the earth. 


Fhis army was raiſed; and the command 
given to Saul of Tarſus, at that time a 
mighty zealot for us, and who for a ſeu- 
fon, made dreadful havock of all chat 
believed contraryto the faith of the prielts; 
for it ouglit to be obſerved, that the opi- 
nion of che prĩeſts, has been eſteemed true 
orthodoxy, and ne faith, in all 8 
or countries. Mit nim) 
ene another fad „ Mfuppelnt- 
iche and lofs befel me, for as this ſame 
captain Saul, was on his march to Damaſ- 
cus, to fight a pitched battle with the 
Chriſtians, it ſo fell out that Immanuel 
himſelf was taking a tour in the valley, 


to fer how the pomegranates buddeck, and 


3 in with truſty Saul on his journey, 


unveiled 
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unveiled his 6wn perſonalł excellencies 70 
him and fac Him under an  immediare 
arreſt. Ax ſoon as He ſaw the beauties of 
Immanuel, he felt the moſt ſincere eſteem 
for his perſon,” and conceived the moſt 
exalted ſentiments of his friendlhip and 


love. Tea, he was even ſo much grieved =» 


that ever he Had drawn his fword agdind 
him, that he renouneed the ſer vice df In. 
fidelis on the fpot, took the bath of al- 
legiance to Jefus, and theneefor ward hated 
my perſon and government With the 
moſt perfect hatred; did whit he cou,'· % 
overturn our UE 0 dabvert wur Log 
vernment. * 
Linton þ che! en re- 
gard for Saul, — 5 him a new nate 
written upon {white ſtone, appointed Rim 
one of his prime miniſters, and ſent him 
on an embaſſy way Wan o u r 
a revolt from me. bl 
Vou cannot conceive the Atonilrwent 
the Jewiſn elergy were in, when Twift⸗ 
winged Fame arrived and blowed it abroad 
im every ſtreet, that Saul, We was for- 
m ealous fot our intereſt, Was now 
become 
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become a ring- leader of the ſect of the 
Nazarenes, and was likely to do us more 
miſchief than al whe, had e before 
biss 
By this time Srl of the Tong rah- 
bibs, rebelled againſt me, and Joined 
themſelves to the Nazarenes, who now 
made it their whole buſineſs. to go from 
place to place, exhorting my ſubjects to 
revolt, expoſing my deformity and devil -· 
iſhneſs, to all they met with. O] thoſe 
were trying times, for notwithſtanding we 
had forces out againſt them in every, 
quarter of the world to impede their pro- 
greſs, the word of God by their, means 
prevailed in ſuch a manner; that, it was 
beyond our power to ſuppreſs it: for. if 
we burned one Nazarene, two more Prey, 
ently ſprang up; out of his aſhes. Even, 
Reme itſelf, then the metropolis of the 
world and ſeat of pagan virtue; Athens, 
where Minerva was ſaid to have been 
trained up, were ſoon infeſted with this. 
new doctrine, and very conſiderable num. 
bers in them, durſt oppoſe our Sovern- 


ment od, diſpute, our title to empire. 
Even 


* 
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Even alledged that the wiſdom. of this 
this world is fooliſhneſs with God, and 
that all pagan virtue is but droſs and 
dung in compariſon of the 'golpel of 
Chriſt Jeſus. | 5 
However, to cut my ſtory as a as 
may be; after many hundred thouſands 
of the Renee were ſlain, my ſubjects 
became weary of the war. By this time 
they ſaw clearly that perſecuting them 
to death, only ſerved to increaſe their 
number and ſtrength: So that-if thoſe 
reſtleſs devils, Malevolus and Crudelis, 
would have been quiet, they would gladly 
have dropped their weapons, and agreed to 
a ceſſation of hoſtilities with the Chriſtians. 
Ime. Little judgment as I am allowed 
to have of hiſtorical affairs, I myſelf 
have ſeen what effect oppoſition uſually. 
hath upon that claſs of people, for if 
in any place where my ſtandard is moſt 
eminently elevated, there happen to be 
any of that ſect, you ſhall find them more 
fervent in their ſtudy of virtue and zea- 
lous in their oppoſition to me, than in 
thoſe provinces where morality or civility 
xr-lade 


trying times paſt over us! 
Ixrip. Trying times ideas. Few not- 


withſtanding the fervent zeal of Malevolus 
and Crudelis, the many ſore campaigus 


they had ſerved ſo enervated their 
arme, that, although their principles re- 
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prefide. Ah, gentlemen, we ao 


mained implacable, they were even obliged. 


to fit down in deſpair of ever being able 
to e the religion of pony om the 


warld. 
But my bertile 1 ſoon Wa 


freſh devices; ſecing many of my temples 
farſeken, and my idols without mercy. 


rhrown to the pavement, I began to think 
of other expedients to impede the pro- 
greſs of Chriſtianity. I laboured to intro- 


duce Eaſe and her handmaid Proſperity: 


among the Chriftians, not without hope, 


that when they were full they would 
forget their God. The better to favour 


this deep contrivance, I perſuaded'the va- 


J 


liant Crudelis to ſcabbard his ſword for 
à ſeaſon, and leave the people of our hate 


to the poſſeſſion of their tranquility. 
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It was not. long that this ſcheme had 
been put in practice, ere I began to reap 
the fruits of my wiſdom, for eaſe and prof- 
perity . wrought more to my advantage, 
than all-the excurſions of the devil Crude: 
lis. When they were at eaſe from the laſn 
of perſecution, they were fooliſh enough 
to quarrel among themſelves, grieyouſly 
bit, and devoured one another, the cauſe 
of their ſtrife for the moſt part being, Who 
ſhould be the greateſt? 
Fasr. A very important i 
much canvaſſed, but never as yet reſolved, 
Had I been a clergyman inflead of a devil, 
I had certainly been a great caſuiſt in this 
part of . ſchool. theology. Never was a 
point of doctrine more belaboured cer- 
tainly than this, and never were people 
more divided in ſentiments than about its 
reſolution, even from the great church of 
Turkey down to the ſmalleſt diſſenting 
congregation. The divines of the eſta: 
bliſned church in Turkey ſtand ſtiffly 


to it, that Mahomed and themſelves 
ought to preſide over all the believing 
world. The — of France, Spain, 

| 5 ang 
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and Italy, are as firmly perſuaded that- 
pre-eminence is due to none but his holi- 


15 neſs and themſelves; and that all who are 


not of the ſame opinion, are certainly in a 
fate of damnation. | 

As for their reverences in England, 
though they will deny no honour to his 
popeſhip, which really is his due, they will 
ſubmit to none as the leading prieſt but 


his Grace of Canterbury, and conſider that 


church which they are the pillars of, as the 
pureſt eſtabliſhment that the lower world 
can boaſt of, Others indeed there are who 
greatly queſtion his Grace's right to pre- 
ſide, and therefore refuſe to bow to his 

mitre, and will have a pope of their own 
chooſing, reſolving to be enſlaved in their 
vwn way. Hence, although the reverend 
members of the aſſociate ſynod cannot in 
conſcience ſubmit to the corrupt governors 
of the kirk of Scotland, all of whom they 
have long ſince recommended to the care 
of the devil, much leſs can they bow to a 
metropolitan, whom they call the image 
of the pope, they can very cordially ſub- 
mit to the government of the reverend 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Adam Gibb; becauſe: they themſelbes 
had the pleaſure of | chooſing him. That 
goes a great way. And hence it is, 
every ſociety has its pope. — The venerable 5 
— f — 4t——— ſubmit for 
the ſhane reaſon is ce ger and 
the ——of ——— to the Rev. 
ſo rn it is not ſubmiſſion itſelf that is 
objected to, ſo much as the mode of it: 
for gentlemen will be ſubmiſſive enough, 
may they but chooſe a pope for themſelves. 
But remember this, whoever is choſen 
the pope of a party, is by his Partizans 
always deemed the greateſt. For inſtance, 
at the Foundry none is ſo great as the 
Rev. Mr. John Welley, ſometime fel- 
low of Lincoln college, Oxon. And at 
the none ever preached or wrote 
like the great D. D. author of 
r of ——= and of — & c. 
But amongſt them all, a very 
e are 8 who conſider Jeſus Chriſt 


as the greateſt, r e 3 call mn. 
Master. 183 380 11 3 
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AAB: IE thonghts Immanuel Had ſet ? 
tled that, Paint: long agone. Did not he. 
eſtabliſn this. rule for the. obſervance ofthis. 
diſciples, *.Wholoever; will:be great among 
ſocper. will. be, chief among you, let: him; 
he. your ſeryant? Did. not The- sse 
Pe path amt SHITE 
 Fagp... Ne, Ayars., Quite the Ty 
for the. ſchaolmen will;haye.it, that he who· 
is chiefa ſnall. be lend: over his; brethren z 
by theſe means. they hayc. annexed:a certain 
degreg af nobility to their, religion, which: 
Jeſus nauer, idtended: ta be joined with his. 
But ws hinder te. reyerend nne 
celdling with his ſtory e Ro! 

Iii. Tha female fiencla, the ladies! 
Profperity and Kafe,. as, plenipotentiaries: 
for Rehebuh mage- great. propoſals to. 
them, and indeed they ſoon eſtabliſned 
Kingdoms, principalities. and, Dome of, 
the Chriſtian name. 

Then were: the Ghrifiens abje-2o;natin« 
tain themſelves againſt their pagan neighs. 
bours my profeſt ſubjects. This I pa- 

85 7 . tiently 
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tiemi bbre, believing that inthe martial 
OY Chrlſtians a Intle indulged 
for the preſent, would greatly make for 
our intereſt md they final -eſtabliſhchent of 

* kingdom. 47 

Thoſe: never] PO ue 1 
Eaſe, had not been long amongſt them, ere 

many who bore the Chriſtian name were 
defirous of coming to terms of agteement 
with me; but upon this expreſs condition, 

That in the treaty of amity betwixt 
them and ine, it ſnhould be ſtipulated ahat 
they fill be called by the name 6f Chriſt, 
for it was now become fcandalous to behr 

the name of another.“ This requeſt 

] thouglit reaſonable enough, and that to 

grant it would be no very great conceffion 

on my part, therefore 1 readily agreed 

and the treaty was confirtned. It is an in- 

variable rule with me, that it is hot very 

material Whether 'a man is called a Chriſ- 

tian or not, provided I have but fafe-pol- 

ſeſſion of his heart: for names do _ 
_—_ the 2 of ern e | 


Px 2 „ 
6 * 
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This amiable fiend, lady Proſperity, 
reſted not in her pleaſing operations, till 
ſne had quite reduced the oriental nations 
to ſuch a degree of reaſon, that they peti- 
tioned my perſonal return among them, 
and as my loving ſubjects returned to 
their allegiance. Having now ſecured the 
oriental, the ſplendid lady and · ine, under- 
took the conqueſt of the occidental church ; 
and, the better to ſucceed in our enter- 
prize, we fixed our abode at Rome, fa- 
mous both for ancient and modern pagan- 
iſm. As for me, I knew it was neceſſary 
- I ſhould remain incognito, till a fair op- 
- portunity ſhould offer for my emerging 
out of darkneſs: but my lady Proſperity 
decked: herſelf in ber richeſt attire, and 
. openly refided among the Chriſtians, who 
were ſo raviſhed with her excellent beau- 
ties, that he was deemed the moſt happy 
man who could prevail with her :excel- 
lency to take up her lodging in his houſe. 
Her ladyſhip you know, is not to be won 
by every one who addreſſes her; here 
| he ated according to previous inſtructions, 
, and 
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and made free with the hwy th 8 b 
belt Foited to our ptrpoſe. 

Wonderful were the Works: Uhich * 

performed there; for at her Art arrival the 

biſhop was no mofe than à plain honeſt 

man, having but one congfegation in his 


verent; then, His Lordſhip ; then, His 
Grace; and after that, His Holineſs, &e. 
Indeed the vaſt dominion and immenfe 
revenues which ſhe conferred on him, ſo 
ſwelled the haughty prelate, that, not 
cohterited with the honours then poſſeſt, 
he claimed dominion bvet all às the fa- 
ther bf the whole world, Even this wis 
ſhort of giving content, unleſs he ſhould 
alſo reign over heaven and hell; therefore 
he hath ſeized the gates of both, and lets 
in and out juſt whom he pleaſes. No- 
thing ſhort of arrogating to himfelf the 
prerogatives of the Almighty, could — 
tisfy his ambition, ſuch as his holineſs; in- 

fallibimy, ſupremacy, &c. The bp: 
himſelf never aimed at higher thing s. In 


dioceſe; but firſt he creared him, Re- 


the mean While her Udyfhip, at fer wy 


fure ours, waited on thoſe who were of 
SY any 
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any account among the Chriſtians, who 
for the moſt part had nothing of Chriſtia- 
nity.” but the name. Some indeed were 
firmly attached to Immanuel, wWho could 
nat be. bribed even by her largeſt offers; 
but their number was comparatively 
ſmall, Seeing the progreſs which Profpe- 
rity. made, they went about the ſtreets 
complaining i in ſome ſuch words as theſe: 
This harlot aer, will be the ruin 
of Chriſtianity.” | 
In proceſs of time 1 was feng for to the 
biſhops court, he being entirely reconciled 
to me. The worthy prelate received me 
with all the reverence due to my perſon, 
and laid before me a beloved ſcheme 
which he had deſigned, and . which he 
deſired my opinion. 2 1 
Having maturely digeſted his en 
rephed, Worthy and ſelf. adoring fir, 
bas your holinefs power ſufficient to defend 
Jour deityſhip, providing your divinity 
ſhould be called in queſtion ? To which 
his holineſs. Yes, yes, yes, 1 have—l 
have There are ſeveral potent princes, 


WhO will conſpire to make me omnipotent. 
1 * 


— 
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They will ſpend their ſubſtance 


damn ein fant nds CONT a : 


ſubjects, in defence of my godhead. —— 


There are many. wiſe prieſts, alſo, who will 


contribute all their wiſdom, for their own 
emalument, to make me omniſcient or 
infallible.“ Having ſuch an agreeable ac- 
count of his holineſs's affairs, I reſolved all 
his ſcruples at once; for thus. I addreſt 
kim. <« Moſt ſubtile of all: the prieſts, /if 
thus you are ſupported, I think all things 
go very favourably. Therefore loſe. no 
time in publiſhing to the world your ex- 
cellent ſcheme of divinity: Let it be pro- 
claimed, that henceforth you are no bag 
man.“ 
Ir. His holineſs was inthe aſk 405 it 
to diſclaim humanity. What mortal man 
was ever endued with ſuch qualities as are 
his? What mere man was ever infallible? 
Not Peter, he fell low enough. Infallibi- 


lity is an eſſential attribute of Godhead, 


and his holineſs being poſſeſt of that, muſt 


needs be God. What man ever did, or 
ever will reign with deſpotic power over 
all 


& . 1 | 
4 DIAVOGUES wid 18. 
M the Pets and Phet ef ths th, 
putting down one and 'xaltitly; another at 
His pRafute, Idee his HoHine, it is By 
nim rhat Kings feign, and prices deęfte 
judgment, and not by che 'Altnighty üs 
fottmerly. Therefore his holineſs can be 
Ho mortal man. And yet Lend ka 
a ſtrange fort of character. 
turtw. The great prieſt thanked the = 
for my good advice, Feretly renounted 
the natne of Jeſus and ſwore allegiance to 
me. Called for Falax, whom He! choke 
For his ſcrivener, and Perfidioſus whoth 
he appointed ſecretary. Then, with all 
convenient ſpeed, iſſued. forth an edict, ih 
which it was declared. 

15 That the word of God is no longer 
of any force, to decide religious contfover- 
lies; but that the bare word of his hblinths 
at Rome ſhould determine in every caſe.” 

2. That no man henceforwatd ſhould = 
dare to ſearch the ſcriptures, contrary to 
the reſolution of the apoſtolic chlaif; the 
Bible being condemned as a 'bodk full of . 
hereſy and” proteſtanit teners ; containing 

many things pernicious to the fouls of 
a men, # 
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rout of holy rants; e 
3. That the pope's bible, or canons, 
F and legends, are to be held as 
the only rule of faith and practice, exclu- 
ſive of all others under ene em 
nee $13,943] Tim el 
1 That God, who envi yea and 
* hath no longer power to ſave or 
damn any man without the pope's per- 
miſſion; and that the "infallible biſhop of 
Rome would ſave and damn ae be 
mould think proper. 
8. Notice was given 0 A Wm it 
might concern, that the free pardons were 
already all expended. So that a former 
proclamation made from another quarter, 
which held forth nothing but free pardons, | 
is to be held null and void; and that in 
future no man may expect pardon, unleſs 
the full price is paid into the hand of a 
faithful prieſt, as delegate of his holineſs. 
6. That the Holy Ghoſt is to be deem- 
ed incapable of the work of ſanctification; 
all the ſouls he hath undertaken to cleanſe, 
having been * with many ſpots upon 
them, 


d D DOον b. lil 0 


diem, before theyrpufſoll through his Mo- 
lineſss furnace hurdafter to be named- 
. Adveriiſtment; That his holineſs 
ahe pope has, at great expeEẽh obnined 
a very large quantity f the moſt purifyng 
ine in hell, 49gether: with u bhttalion f 
the moſt ſkilful furies of the pit to Dr 
the flames, both10f which he hath placed 
un Aimbo, alias purgatory, Where for 2 


Proportomble ſam ,promprly paid "unto 


one of His holineſs? „ or prieſts, any 
catholic ſpoctre? ſhall buuned as "White 
as a biſhop's banddqdqd. uon 


8. The berter to encourage this branch 
of prieſt craft, ir wa \declared that mo 
10aſe is quite defperare, hut thut of thoſe 
who abide by the ples LI | hw W 
of faith and pratcticr. 

9. It was decidred, mb the Almighey 
has no longer any power to ſupport princes 
in their ſovereignty, that power having 

devolved upon his popeſhip; who for the 
future would /exalt or debalt princes, as 
jt wag OP er Fe br] 


"£3 10. I: 


* © 


Dial. 10.1 ox DEVILS 323 

10. It was enacted, that no man ſhould 
in the leaſt call in queſtion the pope's divi- Þ _- 
nity, his ſupremacy, and infallibility, and _ 
every perſon thus offending ſhould be 
deemed an atheiſt, an heretic and traitor, 
and as ſuch ſhould be deſtroyed. 

Now, my brother, having thus far car- 
ried on my hiſtory, let me e beg you to re- 
cite ſome part of yours. 

FasT. With all my heart, brother, 
but it muſt be to-morrow morning. Our 
time is now ſpent. Buſineſs myſt be at- 
tended, or it will wither and decay. 


End of the Firſt Volume. 


